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THE ASTON MARTIN V8 VANTAGE LE MANS
Special Celebration Edition Of World Famous Victory

BIRMINGHAM, 17 OCTOBER - Aston Martin has completed production of a series of 40
special, named and numbered editions of the V8 Vantage in celebration of the 40th

anniversary of Aston Martin's victories at Le Mans and in the World Sportscar

Championship.

Available with a choice of either a 550 or 600 horsepower twin supercharged 5.3 litre Aston
Martin V8 engine - almost three times the power output of the six cylinder Le Mans winning

DBRI - the Le Mans Vantage has the potential to exceed 200mph (320kph) and reach
100mph (160kph) in less than 10 seconds.

Customers are offered the choice of an infinite variety of body colours and Connoliy hide
upholstery including the very distinctive Aston Martin Racing body colour which became one

of the hallmarks of Sir David Brown’s world-famous Aston Martin “Works” racing team.

Other distinctive features of the Le Mans Vantage include an extended front spoiler which is
designed to create positive down force as an aid to high speed aerodynamic efficiency. Asa
further aid to aerodynamics and enhanced engine and supercharger performance, additional
and enlarged cooling ducts are incorporated in the new style radiator panel, the bonnet and

front wing side vents.
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A new design panel beneath the rear bumper accommodates the reversing and high intensity
rear fog lamps and the increased diameter exhaust tail pipes. And to underline the racing
pedigree of this special model of the Vantage separate bright metal, machined, competition
style lockable caps are fitted to the twin fuel fillers.

The interior of this new model of the V8 Vantage also reflects the competition heritage of the
company and is a development of the scheme previewed with the Project Vantage concept car
during 1998. It has drilled bright metal brake, clutch and accelerator pedals and a machined
aluminium knob fitted to the gear lever. The traditional wood veneers which are used for the
instrument panel, centre console and door trim panels are replaced by Titanium finish panels
together with a magnolia-faced instrument display which is dominated by the enlarged
tachometer and the engine start button.

Aston Martin’s world famous wings are embossed into the Wilton carpet floor covering and
each of these special Vantages leaves Newport Pagnell with its keys attached to a hallmarked
sterling silver key fob together with directions to the Le Mans circuit which is placed in the

owner’s handbook.

The V8 Vantage Le Mans is equipped with magnesium alloy wheels together with the special

brake, steering and suspension systems which are fitted to all 600 horsepower models of the

Vantage.

Designed and developed by Aston Martin’s elite team of engineers responsible for high
performance programmes these include an anti-lock brake system incorporating AP Racing
six piston calipers with special grooved and ventilated discs at the front together with four
piston calipers and grooved ventilated discs at the rear. Adjustable shock absorbers in the

front and rear suspension systems enable the chassis to be tuned to the preference of the

driver.

more ...



“Each of the new V8 Vantage models is fitted with a plate recognising the name of its original
owner,” said Dr Ulrich Bez, Chief Executive of Aston Martin Lagonda.

“In conjunction with the Aston Martin Owners Club the first V8§ Vantage Le Mans driven by
the winners of the 1959 race Carroll Shelby and Roy Salvadori led a parade of 200 Aston
Martin around the Le Mans circuit before the start of the 1999 race.

Such was the response to this special edition of the V8§ Vantage that customers confirmed
orders for all of the 40 cars within six months of its being announced with one customer

purchasing two cars for his collection and another three.
-ENDS-

For further information contact Harry Calton on ++44 1908 619209 or Barbara Prince on
++44 1908 619255.

N.B. The Vantage name has been used by Aston Martin since 1950 to identify the highest
performance model in a particular range. It was first introduced for the Aston Martin DB2 and was
applied to the 120 horsepower derivative of this model’s 2.6 litre six cylinder engine - the regular
version developed 105 horsepower. However unlike present day Aston Martin models the only
change to the regular specification of the DB2 was the increase in engine power output. Since the
DBS model in 1972 a Vantage derivative has included changes to the specification of the brakes,

steering and suspension to match the improved performance.
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